
Want to join PHCA? 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2022 is almost upon us and PHCA is looking to fill multiple openings on our board.
The time is now to make a difference in California and push the growing
momentum of Passive House. See below for additional information and a link to
find out how to apply! 

Passive House California is guided by a Board of Directors. Our bylaws allow for
five (5) to eleven (11) board members with two-year-long terms. Our annual
elections, open to current PHCA members in good standing, are held in January to
fill any open seats. For more information see our bylaws.

Click to Learn More

https://passivehousecal.org/board-members-team/
https://passivehousecal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Passive-House-California-Bylaws.pdf
https://passivehousecal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Passive-House-California-Bylaws.pdf
https://forms.gle/Tvs5bp5krUF566TB7


$1000 CPHD SCHOLARSHIPS 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PHCA is offering discounted training to So. Cal Edison (SCE) customers 
If you are an active So. Cal. Edison (SCE) customer, send an email
to info@passivehousecal.org to apply for a $1,000 dollar discount on the Certified
Passive House Designer/ Consultant training.  Applicants must be in the SCE
regional territory and demonstrate being a qualified professional focused on
designing multifamily market-rate and affordable housing projects. Only 5 spots
are available so act quickly. This is your best way to expand your knowledge of
how you can use Passive House Design to achieve the Carbon reduction goals of
today! Apply Now!  
 

Click to Learn More

mailto:info@passivehousecal.org
https://passivehousecal.org/1000-certified-passive-house-designer-consultant-training-scholarship/


Passive House California welcomes Minotair as a Silver Sponsor through 2022 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minotair manufactures state-of-the-art, ultra-high-efficiency HVAC solutions that
are all electric, heat-pump based, and an excellent fit for Passive House projects.
They offer all-in-one HVAC/D solutions that provide balanced fresh air ventilation,
heating, cooling, and dehumidification—no outdoor unit. In addition, their
medical-grade air filtration and additional air scrubbing capacity enables
recirculation, which is a significant plus in California, as we deal with increasing
smoke from wildfires and in dense urban areas when fine particles are present
because of pollution. 
  
Minotair has been very active in the North American Passive House community
since 2016 and is proving to be an excellent HVAC solution for single and multi-
family Passive House buildings. Based in Quebec, they have manufacturing,
product development, and distribution capacities that service the United States,
which has become their largest and most significant market. Stay tuned, as they
will soon make an important announcement about a business alliance in California
that will inventory Minotair solutions as well as provide training and ongoing
support right here in the Golden State.  
 

PHCA Monthly epiPHany
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.minotair.com/home_us/
https://passivehousecal.org/epiphany-corner-how-is-a-passive-house-building-like-a-glider/


Position High-Performance as the Baseline

You cannot discern how a building will perform by appearance alone. The home pictured below

must be at least code compliant in order to pass inspection, but it might be a high-performing

building in terms of energy efficiency, comfort, indoor air quality, durability, and environmental

responsibility. It may even qualify as a Passive House. You need additional evidence from

modeling and testing to make a determination. 

The keyword here is “additional” because that is how the explanation of high-performance has

been positioned in the marketplace. We know that code compliance eliminates most potential

“defects” but achieving more than minimum acceptable requires some “additional” effort and

expense—a premium. That positioning forces architects and contractors to explain and justify

higher performance as an upgrade. 

                

The pandemic and smoke from wildfires have raised awareness of healthy indoor air quality as

well as several other benefits of high-performing buildings. Passive House design and

construction deliver those benefits. It is time for Passive House performance to be considered

the baseline, rather than a series of available upgrades. 
 



              

When high-performance is presented first, as the standard, it changes the positioning… and the

game. Now the question from architects and contractors (and realtors) to potential

homeowners is about what they would like to give up in order to save a little money. “What

would you like to sacrifice – energy efficiency, control of air-quality, comfort, resilience,

durability, resale value, peace of mind, or… ?”. People like to receive extra benefits and will

sometimes pay a premium, but they really hate to give up things that provide value. 

We need to position the high-performance of Passive House as the baseline. When we do, many

of the people who might have balked at paying a premium, will embrace the value of Passive

House performance. 
 

By Jay Gentry

·UPCOMING EVENTS FROM OUTSIDE PHCA·



Switch is on Campaign is live! 
Learn more about Home Electrification and incentives below 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Switch Is On will support people in swapping out their gas-powered appliances
for cleaner, safer, and more resilient electric appliances. As someone who has
already begun electrifying my home, I know that this is one of the most effective
and impactful ways we can build a better energy future. 
 

Most homes in California burn natural gas or propane for space heating, water
heating, and cooking. These gases—like crude oil or coal—are fossil fuels, which
significantly contribute to climate change and local air pollution.

Instead, using efficient electric appliances takes advantage of the increasing solar
and wind power in the electrical system. This reduces our dependency on dirty
energy sources, all while potentially lowering bills and increasing performance. 
The time is now!

Click Here to Learn More

https://www.switchison.org/blogs/announcing-the-switch-is-on
https://www.switchison.org/


CPHT (Certified Passive House Tradesperson) Compliant Passive Pod Workshop 
March and April 2022 in California  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Emu Systems unique Certified Passive House Tradesperson (CPHT) training is
coming to a city near you…or nearer to you. This training is open to new CPHT
students, alumni, and anyone with a Passive House professional accreditation. It is
eligible for Passive House Institute (PHI) CE credits.

The Certified Passive House Tradesperson curriculum, developed specifically for
the North American market and climate zones, is widely recognized as including
the most cutting-edge research available. It consists of three parts—online or in-
person training (2 days), hands-on construction workshop (2 days), and
certification exam (1/2 day). Participants can sign up for any or all parts.

We have seen a massive increase in interest from builders looking for
comprehensive building science education to help them implement high-
performance strategies in all kinds of construction. This training fulfills that need.

Currently, two California classes are scheduled, one during the last week of March
and one during the first week of April 2022. The final locations depend on
demand. The current target locations are the Bay Area, the Central Coast, and
Southern California.

Click Here to Learn More

3CREN Online Webinar: Higher Performance Windows and Glazing  
January 13 9-10:15 AM PST, Online 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In this 4th installment of our Higher-Performance series, we’ll take a deeper dive
into key components that impact the energy performance of fenestration. We’ll
cover windows and storefronts for residential and small commercial projects for
the Central Coast climate. Learning objectives:

 Identify strategies for selecting and locating windows and glazing to reduce
glare and improve energy efficiency
 Learn the latest window and glass technologies that impact solar heat gain,
thermal bridging, and visible light transmittance
 Be able to incorporate critical detailing and specifications to integrate with
a higher performance envelope
 Understand window operability options and the impacts on ventilation and
indoor air quality.

https://passivehousecal.org/certified-passive-house-tradesperson-cpht-compliant-passive-pod-workshop-announcing-the-passive-pod-roadshow-california/


Click Here to Learn More

·PHCA MEMBERSHIP·

PASSIVE HOUSE CALIFORNIA MEMBERSHIP 
Consider becoming a member or recommending a friend for some new benefits: 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 PHCA Job Board:

Only Members & Sponsors can post employment opportunities/jobs
Everyone can see the professional postings

Check it out! https://passivehousecal.org/jobs/

Post a Passive House job or project that you need help with:

Everyone can post
Only Members can see and respond as a membership benefit

Need help with a Passive House project in California? Are looking for a Passive
House Consultant (CPHD/C), Contractor, Architect, Certifier, sourcing PH-related
building products and systems — or finding PH trained/experienced staff for your
project or business? We are here to make it easier for you to connect
and collaborate. Post information about your Passive House-related project or job
here.  All members of our professional PHCA community will be able to see your
request and reply to explore whether and how they can be of assistance to you.
Once you submit your project, PHCA will review and post your “PH Project or Job”
so that Passive House California Professional members can learn about your needs
and respond accordingly. Happy collaborating and accelerating the transition to
Passive House standards.  
Check it out! https://passivehousecal.org/post-a-job/

Click Here to Learn More 

https://www.3c-ren.org/event/higher-performance-windows-and-glazing-2/
https://passivehousecal.org/become-a-member/
https://passivehousecal.org/jobs/
https://passivehousecal.org/post-a-job/
https://passivehousecal.org/become-a-member/


·ON DEMAND TRAINING·

ON-DEMAND TRAINING 
PASSIVE HOUSE NETWORK 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It’s the same robust core Passive House Designer Training but newer and better!
The training content has been updated with market-ready information, plus now
there is added flexibility with self-paced learning. This training is appropriate for
a wide range of building professionals and stakeholders that want to know the guts
of what makes Passive House tick and build a foundation of knowledge to integrate
Passive House to meet personal goals. Participants include architects, MEP and
structural engineers, facade, energy and sustainability consultants, contractors,
developers, policymakers, regulators, and more. For a full course description,
pricing & registration see below.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

VISIT PASSIVE HOUSE CALIFORNIA WEBSITE

SPONSORS: 
Passive House California is indebted to our Sponsors for helping us achieve our

mission of creating healthy, comfortable, durable, energy- and resource-efficient
buildings and communities. 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSORS 

https://naphnetwork.org/education/on-demand-training/
https://naphnetwork.org/on-demand-courses/
https://passivehousecal.org/
https://www.smallplanetsupply.com/


  
SILVER SPONSORS

     
SPONSORS 

  

    
 

Passive House California is a member of the International Passive House

Association and proud to cooperate and collaborate with the global Passive House

community including Passive House Institute and The Passive House Network.

    

Copyright © 2021 Passive House California, All rights reserved. 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

https://www.sce.com/
https://www.minotair.com/home_us/
https://www.rockwoolgroup.com/
https://foursevenfive.com/
https://www.rheem.com/products/residential/water-heating/
https://www.haywardlumber.com/
http://cphba.com/
http://fgy-arch.com/
https://www.arc-dec.com/
https://www.mitsubishicomfort.com/
http://www.petemoffat.com/
http://theheinrichteam.com/
https://www.stiebel-eltron-usa.com/water-heating
https://prosoco.com/
https://passivehouse-international.org/index.php?page_id=249
https://passivehouse.com/
https://naphnetwork.org/
https://naphnetwork.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/passivehousecal
https://www.instagram.com/passivehousecal/
https://www.facebook.com/PassiveHouseCal/
https://twitter.com/PassiveHouseCal
https://passivehousecal.org/
https://passivehousecal.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=d48b948f0b076b271f96f2bdb&id=9fa42ef1ee&e=[UNIQID]&c=d97362702c
https://passivehousecal.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=d48b948f0b076b271f96f2bdb&id=9fa42ef1ee&e=[UNIQID]&c=d97362702c

