
·NEWS & EVENTS FROM PASSIVE HOUSE CALIFORNIA·

Passive House @ Net Zero Conference 2022 
September 14th-15th Los Angeles, CA 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Passive House California (PHCA) participated with a booth at the Los Angeles Net Zero Conference
2022 this year in person again. We enjoyed the interest from so many conference attendees in the
international Passive House construction standard. Thank you for visiting us.

Working on a Passive House Project? Share your work with us! PHCA is creating an online database
and wants to see your work. Fill out the form at the link below.



Submit a Project

Passive House Building Certification Guide 10-Now Available! 
Published by the Passive House Institute 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Welcome to the Building Certification Guide! We are delighted that you are interested in the
Passive House Institute’s building certification quality assurance program. To date, thousands of
builders around the world have already certified their buildings as Passive House projects or
EnerPHit retrofits. Twenty years of experience shows that the high level of comfort and energy
savings associated with these standards is achieved through independent quality testing.

Click Here to Learn More

PHCA Monthly epiPHany
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.passivehouseprojects.org/submit-a-project/
https://passivehousecal.org/passive-house-building-certification-guide-10-now-available/
https://passivehousecal.org/epiphany-corner-ph-value-proposition-enerphit-for-existing-buildings/


PH Value Proposition: EnerPHit for Existing Buildings

Passive House California advocates for the awareness, understanding, and application of the Passive House

standard.  Most of the time, the focus is on the design and construction of new Passive House buildings (single-

family, multifamily, and a wide range of other types). The high-performance of Passive House provides

significant benefits in terms of energy efficiency, comfort, indoor air quality, durability, and resilience. Clearly,

a smart and responsible choice for owners, occupants, and the planet. However, new buildings constructed each

year represent only a small fraction of buildings in use across America. By any measure, the “unprecedented

action” required to limit global warming must include the dramatic reduction of energy use associated with the

operation of existing buildings. EnerPHit is the Passive House standard for retrofitting buildings. The chart below

is from a case study associated with the retrofit of a 1970s three-unit apartment building in a temperate climate

(Winter highs average around 60° Fahrenheit (F) and lows around 30° F, while in Summer, lows average around

70° F and highs can reach 100° F. 

(Note: The area is 312 square meters (the building is in Greece) which converts to 3,358 ft2. The case study can be found here). 
 

Three-part EpiPHany: The potential impact of retrofitting existing buildings:

1. The US has over 100 million buildings and single-family homes represent about 90% of the total number of

buildings and 60% of the total square footage. The approximately 1.5 million new buildings completed annually

is, as noted above, a small fraction of the total buildings in operation. Addressing energy efficiency in existing

buildings offers an exponentially larger scale of impact.

2. Building to the Passive House standard dramatically reduces operational energy required when compared to

new buildings that are simply code compliant. However, existing buildings were constructed to less stringent

https://outphit.eu/en/case-studies/list/detail/CS4


codes from decades ago. Retrofitting to the EnerPHit standard is likely to yield even more impactful energy

reductions. 

3. There is a significant carbon impact to demolishing and disposing of an existing building. The replacement of

that building adds the embodied carbon associated with the materials, components, and construction process.

Therefore, retrofitting an existing building to EnerPHit standards will nearly always result in a substantially

lower carbon impact than removing and replacing that building. 

(Note: PHN’s PHribbon (here) enables the calculation and informed decision-making regarding the embodied

carbon associated with new construction or a retrofit.)

And a recommendation:

If you are a building industry professional with an interest in high-performance retrofits, I suggest “The Power of

Existing Buildings” by Robert Sroufe, Craig Stevenson, and Beth Eckenrode. It is a state-of-the-science book on

how to “save money, improve health, and reduce environmental impacts” of existing buildings — and new

buildings as well.

By Jay Gentry

·NEWS & EVENTS FROM OUTSIDE PHCA·

Quality Assurance Concepts for Fast Deep Energy Retrofits Approaches  
with Jan Steiger, Passive House Institute 
October 5th, 9 AM and 12PM PT 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

All iPHA Webinars are free for Passive House California Members!

https://naphnetwork.org/phribbon/


Click Here to Learn More

HRVs & ERVs for Passive House Application 
October 25th 9-10:30 AM PT, 3CREN 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Heat Recovery Ventilation (HRV) and Energy Recovery Ventilation (HRV) for Passive House
applications will provide information about how HRVs and ERVs play a central role in Passive
House construction. Information will be provided to enable learners to achieve the following
learning objectives:

Describe the role of HRVs or ERVs in Passive House construction and how it contributes to
energy-efficient design
Identify how system components contribute to the performance of an HRV design
Demonstrate understanding of how systems are installed and commissioned to meet Passive
House standards

This course includes 90 minutes of live instruction and 60 minutes of on-demand material.

1.5 AIA Continuing Education Credits (CES) are available for this training.

Click Here to Learn More

https://passivehouse-international.org/index.php?page_id=564
https://passivehousecal.org/events/hrvs-and-ervs-for-passive-house-applications/


PHN Presents: Keep it Cool 
October 25th 12-1PM PT 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pirelli famously coined the phrase “Power is nothing without control”. This concept can easily be
applied to a passive solar design like a Passive House but extends well beyond building type, use,
location, and climate zone when it comes to managing solar heat gains, daylighting, glare,
privacy, and views. 

Learn about the value and implementation of exterior motorized shading and the benefits of
integrated and smart controls from industry leaders Warema via 475 High Performance Building
Supply (motorized shades and integrated apertures), Loxone (smart building controls), and TE
Studio (Passive House design).  

Click Here to Learn More

·PHCA MEMBERSHIP·

PASSIVE HOUSE CALIFORNIA MEMBERSHIP 
Consider becoming a member or recommending a friend for some new benefits: 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 PHCA Job Board:

Only Members & Sponsors can post employment opportunities/jobs
Everyone can see the professional postings

Check it out! https://passivehousecal.org/jobs/

Post a Passive House job or project that you need help with:

Everyone can post
Only Members can see and respond as a membership benefit

Need help with a Passive House project in California? Are looking for a Passive House Consultant
(CPHD/C), Contractor, Architect, Certifier, sourcing PH-related building products and systems — or
finding PH trained/experienced staff for your project or business? We are here to make it easier
for you to connect and collaborate. Post information about your Passive House-related project or
job here.  All members of our professional PHCA community will be able to see your request
and reply to explore whether and how they can be of assistance to you. Once you submit your
project, PHCA will review and post your “PH Project or Job” so that Passive House California

https://naphnetwork.org/calendar/phn-presents-keep-your-cool/
https://passivehousecal.org/become-a-member/
https://passivehousecal.org/jobs/


Professional members can learn about your needs and respond accordingly. Happy collaborating
and accelerating the transition to Passive House standards.  
Check it out! https://passivehousecal.org/post-a-job/

Click Here to Learn More 

VISIT PASSIVE HOUSE CALIFORNIA WEBSITE

SPONSORS: 
Passive House California is indebted to our Sponsors for helping us achieve our mission of creating

healthy, comfortable, durable, energy- and resource-efficient buildings and communities. 

GOLD SPONSORS 

  
SILVER SPONSORS

           
SPONSORS 

   

         

 

Passive House California is a member of the International Passive House Association and proud to

cooperate and collaborate with the global Passive House community including Passive House

https://passivehousecal.org/post-a-job/
https://passivehousecal.org/become-a-member/
https://passivehousecal.org/
https://www.sce.com/
https://www.minotair.com/home_us/
https://www.rockwoolgroup.com/
https://www.smallplanetsupply.com/
https://foursevenfive.com/
https://www.rheem.com/products/residential/water-heating/
https://www.haywardlumber.com/
http://cphba.com/
http://fgy-arch.com/
https://www.mitsubishicomfort.com/
http://www.petemoffat.com/
http://theheinrichteam.com/
https://www.stiebel-eltron-usa.com/water-heating
https://passivehouse-international.org/index.php?page_id=249
https://passivehouse.com/


Institute and The Passive House Network.
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