
APRIL NEWSLETTER

WELCOME BRIAN PEARSON TO THE PHCA BOARD

Congratulations to our new PHCA 2024-2026 Board Member, Brian S.
Pearson. PHCA is honored to have you as a part of the team.  

GET TO KNOW

Brian S. Pearson, PHCA Board Member
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Brian S. Pearson, grew up on farm land in New Mexico and is a descendant of a
multi-generation San Francisco family, he is now proud to call Oakland
home. These two traits, a closeness to nature and a view of layered history, help
define his approach to architecture. He has been a CA licensed architect since
2009 with a focus on residential projects. Ever looking for greater efficacy, quality
and beauty in his designs led him to the Passive House movement and has been
CPHD since 2018. Before studying and practicing architecture he worked as a
carpenter and furniture maker. When not absorbed in all things building he enjoys
reading, movies, being in nature, hiking, camping and traveling.

Mark Your Calendars

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY MEETING FOR APRIL

"Passive House SB9 & ADUs in CA's Milder Climates"
April 16th, 12-1PM PT
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Passive House design is becoming increasingly popular in Southern California due
to its focus on energy efficiency, making it a leading example of high-performance
design and construction in the region. Passive House protocols provide
homeowners improved comfort, indoor air quality, and resilience to extreme
weather, fires, smoke, and power outages, as well as a more durable home that
consumes less energy.

Join us to discover the implications of California's SB9 & ADU’s, and learn how to
apply the international Passive House standard to small-scale buildings

Learning objectives: 

1. Overview of ADU’s & SB9 California Law

2. The five basic Passive House principles

3. The specific building assembly details that meet Passive House
performance targets for mild climates – SoCal in particular

4. Lessons learned for designing high performance buildings in milder climates 
 

Presenters:

Jason Scheurer
CPHT  (Certified Passive House Tradesperson)
www.BestTechsContracting.com

Christian Kienapfel
CPHD/C (Certified Passive House Designer/Consultant), Architect, LEED-AP
www.paravantarchitects.com

Click Here to Register

NET ZERO 2024

NET ZERO CONFERENCE: CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Due April 8th 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Are you a leader in net zero, decarbonization, or resilience? Submit to speak
at 2024 Net Zero Conference on 9/17 + 9/18 to share the latest trends in
sustainability and help inspire a Net Zero Future.

Submit your abstract and join us at the Anaheim Convention Center on 9/17 +
9/18 for educational sessions, prominent keynotes, and more.

Submit your abstract by April 8, 2024 here: tinyurl.com/2024NETZEROCON

Click Here To Submit

AIA SAN FRANCISCO HAPPY HOUR & TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

AN INSIDE LOOK AT CARBON ACCOUNTING: BCCA & CAL GREEN
Event Speakers: Alejandra Nieto, Francesca Oliveira, AIA, Pamela Sadler, & Jacoub
Younes
In-Person or Virtual, April 2nd, 5-7PM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Description

With the advent of Buy California Clean Act and Cal Green 2024 code
cycle updates building professionals must commit to creating spaces that
encompass not only appropriate measures for the health, safety and welfare
(HSW) of building occupants but also take responsibility for Designing and Building
projects with Documented and compliant EPD counts.

Learning Objectives (1 LU/HSW/MEC Zero Net Carbon Design Credit) 

1. Understand how to design a BCCA/Cal Green compliant Project, including
the limits for BCCA and how to read an EPD.

2. Recognize how to overcome common challenges in building a BCCA/Cal
Green compliant project from both the design and build perspective.

3. Understand the documentation steps in a BCCA/Cal Green Project, including
the role of the subcontractor.

4. Evaluate the responsibilities of the Architect and the General Contractor as
they pertain to achieving Compliancy.

Panelists:

Skidmore Owings & Merrill: Francesca Oliveira, AIA, Principal, Technical
Design
Project: COB3, San Mateo
Turner Construction
Jacoub Younes, Sustainability Champion
Project: DGS – Resource Building Renovation Project (RBR), Sacramento
ROCKWOOL: Alejandra Nieto, Sustainability Manager

Catering provided by La Fromagerie, Happy Hour beer/wine provided from 5pm –
5:30pm, Presentation from 5:30pm – 6:30pm, Networking from 6:30pm – 7pm. 

If you are unable to attend in-person, please note that this program is also
available to attend virtually as a webinar via Zoom. A link will be shared after
your ticket purchase.

Click Here to Register

3C REN TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

INTRODUCTION TO PASSIVE HOUSE STANDARD
Instructor: Steve Mann, The Passive House Network and Home Energy Services
April 2nd, 9:30-11:30AM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Description

Passive House goals and methodology change the way architects and builders think
and work, making the architectural design itself a driver of climate, health, and
social solutions. This is a 2-hour course that dives into the basic principles, history,
certification, and the new frontiers of Passive House design as it continues to
challenge and change industry expectations. All theory is then illustrated through
case studies outlining specific Passive House principles.

Learning Objectives

Outline the five fundamental principles of Passive House design and how
each principle contributes to the health, safety, and welfare of occupants

Describe why and how hygienic ventilation is an essential defining
component of Passive House design and operation. And outline how the
Passive House design focuses on outstanding energy efficiency, which results
inside benefits like great occupant thermal and acoustic comfort, improved
occupant health outcomes, and economic affordability

Outline the significant Passive House tools: PHPP, DesignPH, and Therm, and
provide an overview of the tools correlating with data-driven design

Describe common adjustments to the design and construction process to
ensure Passive House standards are met through applicable case studies

Learning Units 

2 AIA LU/HSW approved credits for this course

Click Here to Register

PASSIVE HOUSE INSTITUTE 

27TH INTERNATIONAL PASSIVE HOUSE CONFERENCE
April 3rd, 7th 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The last International Passive House Conference was a great success and so we are
all the more looking forward to seeing many familiar and new faces (again) at
the 27th International Passive House Conference under the motto: “Retrofit.
Have an impact”! 

The 27th International Passive House Conference will take place in the beautiful
city of Innsbruck, Austria, on 5 and 6 April 2024 at the “Technik” campus of the
Leopold Franzens University. Conference participants furthermore have the oppor-
tunity to visit inspiring Passive House projects in the Innsbruck area on 7 April 2024
and to participate in additional workshops in the run-up to the conference on 3
April 2024.

Click Here to Register

PHN TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

CERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSE DESIGNER CERTIFICATION
Spring 2024 Cohort Begins April 18th
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you’re an architect, engineer, or consultant in the Pacific or Mountain Time
Zones, from Seattle to Santa Fe, this Certified Passive House Designer course is for
you. This course kicks off on April 18th, but you can register now and get started
right away. Work through the material at your pace, and attend live online review
webinars and Q&A sessions with practicing Passive House professionals.

$500 to 50% to 100% incentives may be available. See incentives.

Includes:

35 AIA LU/HSW credits
PHI Exam
Passive House Planning Package (PHPP) software (individual license)
PHPP Course
PHribbon Software
Complimentary PHN & iPHA Membership for 1 year

Click Here To Learn More

Financial Aid Opportunities 

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE FOR CPHD, CPHT & SPECIALIZED TRAINING

Are You A Veteran, Student, Senior, Educator, PG&E Customer, Non-Profit /
Public Employee, California Resident, Or A Part of the BIPOC Community? 
Apply today to unlock exclusive benefits, training, mentorship, & more 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veterans, Students, Seniors, Educators, California Residents, and Non-Profit
and Public Employees:

Receive $500 towards CPHD courses; email
training@passivehousenetwork.com with your ID (veteran, student, or
educator), business card, statement of employment, or proof of California
residency/employment.  

PG&E Customers 

Receive a 75% subsidy for CPHD training if you live in the qualifying service
areas. 

BIPOC Community

Receive a 50% discount on PHN’s CPHD course price, including exam + 1-
year NAPHN Membership. In addition, NAPHN will actively mentor and
connect Education Fellowship participants within wider industry networks,
providing support and resources into the future.

Click Here to Learn More

Missed The Last Community Meeting?

COMMUNITY MEETING RECORDING 

"17 Mile Haus: A Passive House Design Journey" 
Did you miss the webinar? Not a problem; watch the recording on your own time
whenever you want to learn more about building a zero-emission future. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Passive House design is receiving heightened interest across the country due to
growing awareness of the impact of buildings on carbon emissions. This
presentation will look at how Passive House is applicable here in California, using a
project located on Pebble Beach’s storied 17 Mile Drive. Join us to learn about the
evolution of this design, the details that support how it performs, plus a look at
the impact of the product and material choices made using the PHribbon
embodied carbon calculator.

Learning objectives: 

1. The five basic Passive House principles,
2. The specific building assembly details that meet Passive House

performance targets for Monterey California.
3. Basic embodied carbon footprint assessment results: what mattered most

for this design.
4. Lessons learned for designing high performance buildings in a mild climate.

Presenter: Bronwyn Barry, RA, CPHD of Passive House BB

Watch the Full Recording

VISIT PASSIVE HOUSE CALIFORNIA WEBSITE

FOLLOW US

SPONSORS:
Passive House California is indebted to our Sponsors for helping us achieve our

mission of creating healthy, comfortable, durable, energy- and resource-efficient
buildings and communities.

GOLD SPONSORS

 
SILVER SPONSORS

   
SPONSORS

 

            

 

Passive House California is a member of the International Passive House

Association and proud to cooperate and collaborate with the global Passive House

community including Passive House Institute and The Passive House Network.
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